
                   St. Mary, Mother of God 
A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 

 A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 
Roman Catholic Church 

 608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229 

 Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 26th, 2017 

Father Ronald Maquiñana—Pastor 
rmaquinana@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 
Parish Staff 

William Girardi, Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick, Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Helen James, Religious Education Director   
Thomas Koharchik, Choir Director   
Cynthia Harbison, Social Hall Coordinator 
David Valencic, Parish Custodian 
Richard Bertino, Cemetery Caretaker 
 

Ministries 
Kristen Marhefka/Julie Polana Gardone—Teen Ministry 
Melissa Kristine/Beth Macurdy—Evangelization 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
  

Organizations    
Jean Miller—Christian Mothers 
Ray Smetana/Mary Ellen Gray—St. Vincent de Paul Society 
        

Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
   724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
   Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
   Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 

Parish Information 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.   
 
Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
        
Weekday Masses:  Monday through Friday—8:00 A.M. 
 
Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M.  
  
Reconciliation:  Saturday - 3:00—3:45 P.M. 
 
Baptism:  Sundays within the 11:00 A.M.  Mass (by appointment)   
 
Marriage:  Contact the Parish nine months in advance. 
  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: RCIA helps you to learn 
more about the Catholic faith.  Pre-registration is required.  Con-
tact Fr. Ron or William Girardi at 724-295-2281. 
 
Hospital or Home Visit:  If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion or if you know someone who would like to have the 
priest visit, please call Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281. 
 
Anointing of the Sick:  Contact Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281.   
 
Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Commun-
ion are available to bring the Eucharist to the sick and home-
bound.  If you know of someone, please call the Administrative 
Center at 724-295-2281. 
 
Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of 
Baptism and your obligation as parents, you are required to attend 
one baptismal class.   To register for one of these classes, please 
call the Administrative Center at 724-295-2281. 

Established 1826 

 



 
 

A Lent to Remember! 
 
 After celebrating Mardi Gras in our parish, this coming Wednesday will be 
Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of the Season of Lent.  And by tradition, 
on this day we receive the ashes on our forehead from the minister while hearing the 
words of admonition to repent and believe in the gospel or to remember that we are 
dust and unto dust we shall return.  This is a way to remember where we came from 
and the need to repent whenever we are aware of any sins committed, whether venial 
or mortal sins, in order to receive God’s grace effectively. 
 During this season, we also observe some acts of piety and discipline like 
fasting, almsgiving and prayer as a way to make our observance more meaningful and 
to show our love for God in more concrete ways.  We observe fasting and abstinence  
on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday while observing abstinence on All Fridays of 
Lent. Those who are fourteen years of age or older must abstain from meat on all 
Fridays of Lent, while those who are between the age of 18 - 59 must fast on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. Those who are sick, working in the hospital and who 

engage in manual labor are exempted from fasting and abstinence.  
 Now I know some of you would like to look for other ways to deepen your spiritual journey and ob-
servance of the Lenten Season, so I invite you to join us for a four week, video-based study on formed.org to cre-
ate a Lent to remember for our parish family. Forgiven is a beautiful presentation of the transforming power of 
Confession. No matter what you have done, no matter how long you have been away, Jesus is waiting for you in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation! 

To register for this powerful experience: 
Go to formed.org 
Click on Register 

Create your FREE account by entering our Parish Code VNX4G6 and your email address 
Click on the program Forgiven for weeks 1-3 and Symbolon Session 6 for Week 4. 

Watch individually, as a family, or in small groups and use the Leader’s Guide for discussion. 
 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — God will never forget you (Isaiah 49:14-15) 
Psalm — Rest in God alone, my soul (Psalm 62). 
Second Reading — Make no judgments; the Lord will judge 
(1 Corinthians 4:1-5). 
Gospel — God feeds the bird and clothes the flowers. Do not 
be anxious; God knows all your needs (Matthew 6:24-34). 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Julian Calendar Lent begins 
Wednesday: Ash Wednesday; Fast and Abstinence 
Friday: St. Katharine Drexel; Abstinence; First Friday; 
 World Day of Prayer 
Saturday: St. Casimir; First Saturday 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Sir 17:20-24; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 10:17-27 
Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23; Mk 10:28-31 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20 — 
 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32 
Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17;  
 Rom 5:12-19 [12, 17-19]; Mt 4:1-11 

GOOD TIMING 
The best time to do something worthwhile is between  
yesterday and tomorrow. —Anonymous 



 
 
 
March 1st Ash Wednesday - Mass/Distribution of Ashes - 8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M. 
March 2nd RCIA - 6:30 P.M. - Conference Center 
March 3rd First Friday - Adoration All Day; 7:00 P.M. - Stations of the Cross 
March 5th Christian Mother’s Mass  - 8:30 A.M. 
  Teen Ministry Meeting - 9:25 A.M. 
  Religious Education Classes - 9:30—10:35 A.M. 
     Open House - 3rd Grade; Security Guard - “Susan Zigo” 
          Choir Practice - 9:45—10:45 A.M.; 11:00 A.M. Mass 
March 6th Christian Mother’s Meeting - 7:00 P.M. 
March 9th RCIA - 6:30 P.M. - Conference Center 
March 10th Stations of the Cross - 7:00 P.M. 
March 11th/12th Donut & Beverage Social (after all masses) 
March 12th Religious Education Classes - 9:30—10:35 A.M. 
  3rd Grade Mass - 11:00 A.M.; Security Guard - “Susan Zigo” 
          NO CHOIR PRACTICE; 11:00 A.M. Mass 

 
 
 
We are pleased to give you a free subscrip on 
to formed.org.  Entertaining movies, enlighten-
ing programs, inspiring talks, and a great selec-

on of popular ebooks—all just a click away!   
It’s easy to get started: 
 Go to:  formed.org  
 Click on Register and create your FREE 
 account by entering your Parish Code 
 and email address.  Your Parish Code 
 is:   VNX4G6 
Get inFORMED with great content from virtual-
ly any device . . . any me, anywhere. 
If you have any ques ons, please contact Beth 
Macurdy at:  bmacurdy@ufcw.org or call her 
at 724-295-9411. 

Becoming a Member of St. Mary, Mother of God Church  
Welcome! It is a great joy to welcome new members to our parish community. Please 
register as soon as possible in order to participate in our various programs, ministries and 
activities.  Just drop this form in the collection basket and we will send you a detailed 
registration form.  If you are already a member and have changed any of your personal 
information (address, phone number, name, etc.), please return the changes on the form 
below.  It is important to keep our records up to date.  

St. Mary, Mother of God Membership Request / Change 
 
Name:  _______________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Number: ____________________ 
 
_____New Registration               ______Change Address/Phone             
_____Moving 

    

To understand the importance of the Sacrament of Bap sm 
and your obliga on as parents, you are required to a end 
one bap smal class.   The schedule for this year will be:  

Thursday, March 2nd; Thursday, June 8th; Thursday, September 7th; Tuesday, 
December 5th.  To register for this class,  please call Mark and Melissa at            
724-230-4450 or the  Administra ve O ce at  724-295-2281. 

Congratulations to the     
proud  parents,                      

Michael & Laurie Misera,               
on the baptism of            
their daughter,                    
Lillie Ann.                   

She is a child of God,      
heir to the Kingdom!   

The Teen Ministry          
is  selling popcorn 

(Pittsburgh Popcorn 
Company).   Order 

forms are located at    
all of the church en-

trances.   All orders are 
due March 5th.             

The teens appreciate 
your support! 



11 DAY PILGRIMAGE TO SPAIN 
WITH FATIMA & LOURDES 

Visiting, Lisbon, Fatima, Salamanca, Avila, Madrid, 
Lourdes, Montserrat and Barcelona                                                                                           

JULY 6th-16th, 2017 
Hosted by 

Fr. Ronald Maquinana 
& 

Mr. Jeff Polana 
ONLY $3,599 PER PERSON FROM PITTSBURGH 

(Air/land tour price is $2,919 plus $680 govt. taxes/airline surcharges) 
 

INCLUDING:  Roundtrip Air from Pittsburgh, First Class/Select Hotels, Most Meals,  
Services of a Professional Tour Director, Comprehensive Sightseeing,  

Hotel services charges, porterage, entrance fees and much more!!! 
 

FOR A BROCHURE AND MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
Fr. Ronald Maquinana at St. Mary Mother of God:                                                  

Tel.: (724) 295-2281   /   Email: thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 
Or Contact Mr. Jeff Polana 

Tel.: (724) 596-0503    /    Email:  defib80@hotmail.com 
 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF                                                    
THE APPARITIONS AT FATIMA 

 

Silent Lenten Retreat at St. Emma Monastery - Benedic ne Father Tom Acklin will lead a Silent Lenten Retreat, for women and men, March 
3rd-5th at St. Emma Retreat House, Greensburg. Retreat begins with dinner Friday evening and ends with a noon meal on Sunday. Fee: $170.00.  
For reserva ons, please call 724-834-3060 or email:  retreats@stemma.org. 

St. Joseph Preschool, Cabot, is now registering 
students for the 2016-2017 school year, which 
begins in September. Preschool o ers academ-

ic and social opportuni es to help children thrive in school. Their 
program fosters development of language, early literacy and math 
skills, ne motor skills, and much more. Please call Marcie Parks at          
724-355-0256 to reserve a place for your child 



MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 1ST, 4TH & 5TH, 2017   

Altar Servers Extraordinary  
Ministers 

Of Holy Communion 

Lector Organist Cantor 

Ash Wednesday - 8:00 A.M.     

TBA 
 

TBA               TBA              Sue Myford            Sue Myford 

Saturday - 4:00 P.M.     

Bill Girardi 
Fred Walker 

Stella Aul; Deb Showers              
Dave Valencic 

             Dave Brestensky              Verne Bergstrom            Jamie Phillips 
 

Sunday - 11:00 A.M.     

Marie Pelliccione; Mason DeMeno 
Megan Rossey; Paige Liti 

Helen James; Andre Volek 
Dan Lucovich 

             Bill Cogley             Dave Wesolosky            Choir 

Ash Wednesday - 7:00 P.M.     

TBA TBA               TBA              Dave Wesolosky            Choir 

Sunday - 8:30 A.M.     

Andrew Nigra; Luke Boylan 
Madison & Austin Bachar 
Alexandra Lasko 

Judy Bergstrom; Carol Carson 
Rose Check 

             John Nemcek             Tom Koharchik           Tom Koharchik 

MASSES FOR THE 8TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     
SATURDAY: February 25th  
  4:00 P.M.    Jane Thompson (Ron & Peggy Thompson)  
                            
SUNDAY:  February 26th    
  8:30 A.M.  St. Mary Parishioners     
11:00 A.M.  Kenneth Hughes (Lil & Geno Pernazza)  
   
MONDAY:    February 27th  
  8:00 A.M.  Delores Gowetski (Bob & Diane Grant)  
    
TUESDAY:  February 28th 
  8:00 A.M.  “Fuzz” Palko (Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hager)  
  
WEDNESDAY: March 1st—Ash Wednesday    
  8:00 A.M.  Alma Ebig (Family)  
  7:00 P.M.  Special Intention (Bill & Mary Fullerton) 
 
THURSDAY: March 2nd    
  8:00 A.M.  Frank Palko (Pat & Bill Davis) 
  
FRIDAY:  March 3rd—First Friday 
  8:00 A.M.     Millie Rezak (Wyant Family)      
  7:00 P.M.  Stations of the Cross 

MASSES FOR THE 1ST SUNDAY OF LENT     
SATURDAY: March 4th   
  4:00 P.M.    Jovita Walker (Bob & Judy Bergstrom)  
  
SUNDAY:  March 5th  
  8:30 A.M.  St. Mary Parishioners  
11:00 A.M.  Baustert Family (Family)   

 
 

Offertory Collection for February 20th, 2017  
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  591      
No. of Envelopes Received:  250             

 Collection:  Offertory - $5,805.00 
Loose - $230.00 

Children - $17.50 
Catholic Accent - $5.00 

Votive Candles - $211.00 
THANK YOU!  

Saturday, March 4th, 2017 
Betty Canterna and Janice Meola 

Thanks to our advertisers who sponsor this bulletin.     
Please support them with your business. 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 

“Bridget A. Fogarty, Realtor” 
Century 21 American Heritage Realty 

The Altar Bread and Wine  
were donated for this week  

in loving memory of  
EDWARD & MARY LEPKOWSKI 

By 
Robert Lepkowski 

In acknowledging the Real Presence of Christ,   
The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this week in 

                  loving memory of  
  CLYDE & ANGIE FULLERTON 
                           By 
            Bill & Mary Fullerton 

Has This Ever Happened to You?  The ush-
ers come forward to begin the O ertory 
collec on process.  You check your pock-
et/purse.  That’s when you realize you le  

it on the table.  Ooops!  No envelope to give this week!  In the 
rush of ge ng o  to church, we all forget our envelope once 
in a while.  There is an easier way to give.  Why not try on-line 
banking as an alterna ve?    It’s simple!  It’s safe!  And it 
keeps God at the top of your giving list!   When you sign up, 
please remember to provide your envelope number.   



VNX4G6





Bridget A. Fogarty, REALTOR®

Office (724) 295-4700

American Heritage Realty
Sarver, PA 16055
Fax (724) 295-4717 | Cell (724) 448-9645
bridget.fogarty@century21.com

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

• BUILDING • REMODELING

• ROOFING • HAULING

Todd Campbell, Owner/Operator

Parishioner

724-335-8317
ANKLE 

AND FOOT CARE
DR. JOHN A. MARTY & ASSOC.

Medical & Surgical Treatment
of the Foot & Ankle

Kittanning
(724) 543-3668

AnkleAndFootCareOnline.com

Caregivers Caring

For You

In Your Home
WWW.CAREATHOME.US

1737 Freeport Road • Arnold, PA 15068

724-339-1117
This Space

Compliments
of:

Dr. Anne Adam
Dr. Larry Adam

Full Service Family
Dentists

353-1521
297-3446

510139 St Mary Church

724-224-7111
FREE DELIVERY

Midway Square
2612 Freeport Rd., Natrona Heights

Robert J. Ingoldsby, R.Ph.

Experience the 
Kennihan Comfort difference!
$38 off Furnace Check!!!

www.Kennihans.com
888.333.1819

FREEPORT
BEVERAGE

Your Local Pop/Beer
Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second Street
Freeport, PA 16229

The Gilded Pear
Antiques & Collectibles

David & Cleatus Burk, Proprietors
225 West Main Street 300 Winfield Road
Saxonburg, PA 16056 Cabot, PA 16023
724-524-1717 724-822-3491

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of
the Sea-USACST 2117990-70

Riverside Cafe
Breakfast - Lunch 8-3

Catering
OPEN SUNDAYS

closed Mon.
724-525-8690
510 High St. Freeport

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

Lutz & Pawk L.L.P.
Lawrence P. Lutz

Attorney at Law

Butler Sarver
Office Office

285-3400 353-2170

A Beautiful New Residence
That You Will Be Proud Of

And A Price You Can Live With
295-4300
723 Rt. 356 

(1/2 Mi. N. of Rt. 28)
www.rosebrookadultliving.com
rosebrok@zoominternet.net

David Valencic, Realtor®

Parishioner
Office: 724-933-7713
Cell: 724-212-1884

davevalencic@kw.com

✮ 724-295-3698 ✮

We look forward to 
welcoming your child 

to join in the fun!!

WE DO 
PLUMBING TOO!
603 High Street

Freeport
(724) 295-29501-877-551-6760TOLL

FREE

Redmond Funeral Home Inc.
Traditional, Cremation & Preplanning Services

W. Ryan Redmond Supervisor
524 High St. Freeport    724-295-4500

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families for over 40 years.

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

WELLNESS CARE • VACCINATIONS • DENTISTRY

LABORATORY • ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY • PHARMACY

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT • BEHAVIORAL COUNSELING

MICROCHIPPING • RETAIL SHOP & MORE

853 Falcon Park Road • Lower Burrell

www.vvapets.com                       724.339.1525
“Better Built Memorials” See Our Large Display

FREEPORT MONUMENTAL WORKS
P. POFI AND SONS

Established 1921
344 Second St. 295-2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the
Pittsburgh Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR & CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING

SHALE, STONE AND TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com • 724.353.2635

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.


