
St. Mary, Mother of God Church
608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229 

Sunday, November 22nd, 2016 

Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 



 
 

 Last Sunday we had the Rites of Acceptance and Welcoming to our catechumen 
and candidates:  Macy Smolic, Cassie Smolic, Lindsay O’Donnell and Lexi Baer. We are 
happy for them as they continue their journey in the RCIA program. We look forward to 
receiving them into full communion with us and being part of our parish family.  
 Beginning next month, we will be launching a new program—a program that will 
help us in our spiritual journey whether children, teens or adults. 
 If you remember back in September 2016, the parish came up with a survey facili-
tated by the Evangelization Ministry asking each and every one of you about your particular 
spiritual needs apart from attending mass or being involved with the different ministries that 
can help you grow in your spiritual life and be closer to God.  Many of you responded with 
various interests like doing bible studies, learning more about church history, sacraments 
and liturgy with some suggestions of having a day of reflection/retreat, film viewing and 
forming a Catholic Book Club.    
 Well, we have good news for all of you! And it is easy because it is just a click 
away whether you are at home, travelling or on vacation. It is called FORMED, an online 
program that provides best Catholic videos, audios, eBooks and movies that talks about all 
aspects of our faith. Great Catholic teachers, authors and renowned speakers coming from 

St. Augustine Institute, Lighthouse Catholic Media, Ignatius Press, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, Word on Fire, 
and Marian Fathers joined together to come up with this online faith formation program. It is being compared to Netflix 
or Amazon for Catholics. But it is much more!   
 I will talk more about this in the coming weeks to provide more details and give you surprises.  
 For now, let us celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King! Let us recognize Jesus as our King and Master that 
must reign in our hearts, in our family and in everything we do. 
 As we come to the last Sunday in our liturgical year, perhaps it would be good to reflect on this beautiful 
thought about the “four blessed looks” and it says:  LOOK BACK and thank God; LOOK FORWARD and trust God; 
LOOK AROUND and serve God; LOOK WITHIN and find God. 
 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — David is anointed king of Israel (2 Samuel 
5:1-3). 
Psalm — Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord (Psalm 
122). 
Second Reading — The Father delivered us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son (Colossians 1:12-20). 
Gospel — The repentant criminal receives Jesus’ promise of 
Paradise (Luke 23:35-43).  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
Monday: The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary;  
 Thirty-fourth or Last Week in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday: St. Cecilia 
Wednesday: St. Clement I; St. Columban;  Blessed Miguel 
 Agustín Pro 
Thursday: St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc and Companions;  
 Thanksgiving Day 
Friday: St. Catherine of Alexandria 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Ps 24:1bc-4ab, 5-6; Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday: Rv 14:14-19; Ps 96:10-13; Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday: Rv 15:1-4; Ps 98:1-3ab, 7-9; Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a; Ps 100:1b-5; 
 Lk 21:20-28 
 Thanksgiving Day (suggested): Sir 50:22-24; Ps 
 145:2-11; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19 
Friday: Rv 20:1-4, 11 — 21:2; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a;  
 Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday: Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-7ab; Lk 21:34-36 
Sunday: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Rom 13:11-14;  
 Mt 24:37-44 

DEPENDENCE DAY 
On  Thanksgiving  Day we acknowledge our dependence. 
                                                                                                                        —William Jennings Bryan 



History of St. Mary’s—Week 1 
It was here in Freeport that the famous Done-
gal colony crossed the river in 1796, while a few 
stragglers seƩled in the country along Buffalo 
Creek, which empƟes into the river immediate-
ly below the town.  It is not known whether     
Father Lanigan, in his visit to Donegal in 1801, 
or Father Heilbron, in his two years later, came 
to Freeport.  At that Ɵme, Mass was celebrated 
in the lower part of the town in a house that 
was under construcƟon by the Boland family.  A 
number of men laid a temporary floor and 
threw some boards over the joists of the sec-
ond story, under which the altar was to stand, 
while the priest heard confessions under a tree 
a distance away.  Many had come fasƟng, per-
haps from eight or ten miles, but Mass was not 
said unƟl all confessions were heard. 

Christmas Basket Raffle - Raffle Ticket stubs 
and  money may be put in an envelope and 
placed in the collecƟon basket, mailed in, 
dropped off at the AdministraƟve Center, or 

given to any ChrisƟan Mother.  Tickets are only $1.00/each.  
This is the main fundraiser for the ChrisƟan Mothers and your 
support is greatly appreciated! 

PARISH NEWS  

Becoming a Member of St. Mary, Mother of God Church  
Welcome! It is a great joy to welcome new members to our parish community. Please 
register as soon as possible in order to participate in our various programs, ministries and 
activities.  Just drop this form in the collection basket and we will send you a detailed 
registration form.  If you are already a member and have changed any of your personal 
information (address, phone number, name, etc.), please return the changes on the form 
below.  It is important to keep our records up to date.  

St. Mary, Mother of God Membership Request / Change 
 
Name:  _______________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Number: ____________________ 
 
_____New Registration               ______Change Address/Phone             
_____Moving 

    

Congratulations 
to the proud   

parents, Michael 
and  Nicole      

Prioletti, on the 
baptism of their 

daughter,        
Emerson Noel.   
She is a child of 
God, heir to the 

Kingdom!   

To understand the importance of the Sacra-
ment of BapƟsm and your obligaƟon as par-
ents, you are required to aƩend one bapƟs-

mal class.   The final class for this year will be held on Thursday, 
December 1st.  To register for this class,  call Mark and Melissa 
at 724-230-4450 or the AdministraƟve Office at  724-295-2281. 

Mass IntenƟon Requests are now being accepted  
for the year 2017.  What a wonderful way to re-
member your loved ones.  Mass requests will be 
taken at the AdministraƟve Office during normal 
business hours.   

Annual “Blessing Bag” Campaign - Filled bags 
brought to church will be taken to the Freeport 
Food Bank in Ɵme for their holiday distribuƟon.  
Thank you for sharing your blessings with others.   

The teens would like to thank everyone who or-
dered pies for the holiday.  Your support of this 
fundraiser and the youth of our parish is greatly 
appreciated. 



“Thanks for Giving” message from Bishop 
Malesic—In the spirit of this Thanksgiving sea-
son, Bishop Malesic has a special video mes-
sage thanking the people of the diocese for 
giving of themselves and their Ɵme, talents and 
treasure to help their parishes, Catholic 
schools, Catholic ChariƟes and the diocese. To 

see the video, please visit:  www.dioceseofgreensburg.org. 

Around the Diocese and Beyond……. 

 
 
 
November 24th           Thanksgiving Day - 9:00 A.M. Mass 
November 27th           8:30 A.M. Mass; Choir Practice - 9:45—10:45 A.M.  
December 1st           RCIA - 6:30 P.M. - Conference Room 
            1st Reconciliation - 7:00 P.M. 
December 2nd           First Friday Adoration 
December 4th           Christian Mother’s Mass - 8:30 A.M. 
            Teen Ministry Meeting - 9:25 A.M. 
            Religious Education Classes - 9:30—10:35 A.M. 
                 Security Guard - “Teresa & Mike Emeloff” 
            Choir Practice - 9:45—10:45 A.M.; 11:00 A.M. Mass 
            Baptism - Emerick - within the 11:00 A.M. Mass 
December 5th           Christian Mother’s Mass - 8:30 A.M. 
 

 
 
 
There will be no Religious EducaƟon classes on Sunday, 
November 27th due to the Thanksgiving Day holiday.  
Classes will resume Sunday, December 4th. 

Diocesan CollecƟon - Today, our parish will take 
up the combined Diocesan Poverty Relief Fund 
and The Catholic Relief Services (CRS) collecƟon.  
This second collecƟon helps to fund Catholic or-

ganizaƟons that improve the quality of life and protect human 
dignity.  Please be generous. 

In observance of the Thanksgiving 
Day Holiday, the AdministraƟve 
Office will be closed   on Thursday, 
November 24th, and Friday,     

November 25th.  Father Ron and the staff would like 
to wish everyone a “Happy Thanksgiving!” 

St. Joseph Church Adult Faith For-
maƟon Coordinator, Marian 
Goetz, will give an overview on  
Return:  How to Draw Your Child 
Back to the Church by author 

Brandon Vogt.  The presentaƟon will take place on Tuesday, 
November 29th, at 7:00 P.M., in St. Joseph Church Social Hall, 
315 Stoney Hollow Road, Cabot. A limited number of copies of 
the book will be available for purchase as well as other recom-
mended resources at reduced prices.  Mr. Vogt is an award 
winning-author, blogger and speaker.  He is the Content Direc-
tor for Bishop Robert Barron’s word on Fire Catholic Ministries.  

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Baden will 
host a concert, “In a Manger Lowly,” on 
December 4th, at 2:00 P.M. in the sis-

ters’ chapel, Baden. The concert will celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the carol, “In a Manger Lowly” and will honor the 
1961 album that included the carol and featured the voices of 
more than 100 sisters. A recepƟon will follow the concert. Tick-
ets are $40.00/ea.  SeaƟng is limited. For Ɵckets and all infor-
maƟon, visit:  www.bit.ly/InAManger or call 724-869-6574.  



MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER 26TH & 27TH, 2016   

Altar Servers Extraordinary  
Ministers 

Of Holy Communion 

Lector Organist Cantor 

Saturday - 4:00 P.M.     

Bill Girardi 
Dave Brestensky 
Erica Brestensky 
 

Andrea Camerlo 
Fred Walker 
Dave Valencic 

           Janice Meola         Verne Bergstrom        Alex Smith 

Sunday - 8:30 A.M.     

Breanna & Olivia Sutara 
Katie Huth 
Eva DeMeno 

Betty Lou Nemcek 
Pat Ralston 
Cindy Harbison 

           Susan Shea         Tom Koharchik        Tom Koharchik 

Sunday - 11:00 A.M.     

Marie Pelliccione; Paige Liti 
Megan & Garrett Rossey 
Mason DeMeno 

Bill Cogley 
Debbie Baustert 
Melissa Schaeffer 

           Rob Svitek         Dave Wesolosky        Choir 

MASSES FOR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE   
 
SATURDAY: November 19th  
  4:00 P.M.   Charles Huth (Ellen Huth & Family)  
                            
SUNDAY:  November 20th   
  8:30 A.M.  Richard Posney (Posney & Rezak Families)  
11:00 A.M.  St. Mary Parishioners  
   
MONDAY:   November 21st   
  8:00 A.M.  Don Macurdy (Judy & Tony Policicchio)  
    
TUESDAY: November 22nd  
  8:00 A.M.  Anita Rosato (Family)  
  
WEDNESDAY: November 23rd    
  8:00 A.M.  John Costantino (Edna Barr)  
 
THURSDAY: November 24th     
  9:00 A.M. In Thanksgiving…...  
 
FRIDAY:  November 25th     
  8:00 A.M.     Helen Murphy (Ken & Patty Hughes)      
 

MASSES FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT     
 
SATURDAY: November 26th   
  4:00 P.M.   St. Mary Parishioners  
  
SUNDAY:  November 27th  
  8:30 A.M.  Carol Stewart (The Policicchio’s)  
11:00 A.M.  Olga Varshine (Judy & Larry Lutz & Family) 

 
 

Offertory Collection for November 6th, 2016   
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  591      
No. of Envelopes Received:  271             

 Collection:  Offertory - $6,882.50 
Loose - $367.00 

Children - $26.50 
Votive Candles - $293.25 
All Saints’ Day - $963.25 

Offertory Collection for November 13th, 2016   
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  591      
No. of Envelopes Received:  243               

 Collection:  Offertory - $5,748.00 
Loose - $291.50 

Children - $34.25 
Retired Fund for the Religious - $1,221.00 

Archdiocese for the Military - $806.90 
THANK YOU!  

Saturday, November 26th, 2016 
Rose Check and Mary Goldinger 

The Altar Bread and Wine  
were donated for this week  

in loving memory of  
RALPH WESTERMAN, III 

By 
Pat Westerman 

In acknowledging the Real Presence of Christ,   
The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this week in 

               loving memory of  
    MURRAY & VIVIAN SHEA 
                          By 
           Daniel & Susan Shea 



• BUILDING • REMODELING

• ROOFING • HAULING

Todd Campbell, Owner/Operator

Parishioner

724-335-8317
ANKLE 

AND FOOT CARE
DR. JOHN A. MARTY & ASSOC.

Medical & Surgical Treatment
of the Foot & Ankle

Kittanning
(724) 543-3668

AnkleAndFootCareOnline.com

Caregivers Caring
For You

In Your Home
WWW.CAREATHOME.US

1737 Freeport Road • Arnold, PA 15068

724-339-1117
This Space

Compliments
of:

Dr. Anne Adam
Dr. Larry Adam

Full Service Family
Dentists

353-1521
297-3446

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608
510139 St Mary Church

724-224-7111
FREE DELIVERY

Midway Square
2612 Freeport Rd., Natrona Heights

Robert J. Ingoldsby, R.Ph.

Experience the 
Kennihan Comfort difference!
$38 off Furnace Check!!!

www.Kennihans.com
888.333.1819

FREEPORT
BEVERAGE

Your Local Pop/Beer
Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second Street
Freeport, PA 16229

The Gilded Pear
Antiques & Collectibles

David & Cleatus Burk, Proprietors
225 West Main Street 300 Winfield Road
Saxonburg, PA 16056 Cabot, PA 16023
724-524-1717 724-822-3491

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

Lutz & Pawk L.L.P.
Lawrence P. Lutz

Attorney at Law

Butler Sarver
Office Office

285-3400 353-2170

A Beautiful New Residence
That You Will Be Proud Of

And A Price You Can Live With
295-4300
723 Rt. 356 

(1/2 Mi. N. of Rt. 28)
www.rosebrookadultliving.com
rosebrok@zoominternet.net

David Valencic, Realtor®

Parishioner
Office: 724-933-7713
Cell: 724-212-1884

davevalencic@kw.com

Riverside Cafe
Breakfast - Lunch 8-3

Catering
OPEN SUNDAYS

closed Mon.
724-525-8690
510 High St. Freeport

� 724-295-3698 �

We look forward to 
welcoming your child 

to join in the fun!!

WE DO 
PLUMBING TOO!
603 High Street

Freeport
(724) 295-29501-877-551-6760TOLL

FREE

RReeddmmoonndd  FFuunneerraall  HHoommee  IInncc..
Traditional, Cremation & Preplanning Services

W. Ryan Redmond Supervisor
552244  HHiigghh  SStt..  FFrreeeeppoorrtt        772244--229955--44550000

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families for over 40 years.

Bridget A. Fogarty
REALTOR®

American Heritage Realty
Sarver, PA 16055
Office (724) 295-4700
Cell (724) 448-9645
bridget.fogarty@century21.com   Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

Parishioner

WELLNESS CARE • VACCINATIONS • DENTISTRY

LABORATORY • ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY • PHARMACY

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT • BEHAVIORAL COUNSELING

MICROCHIPPING • RETAIL SHOP & MORE

853 Falcon Park Road • Lower Burrell

www.vvapets.com                       724.339.1525
“Better Built Memorials” See Our Large Display

FREEPORT MONUMENTAL WORKS
P. POFI AND SONS

Established 1921
344 Second St. 295-2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the
Pittsburgh Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR & CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING

SHALE, STONE AND TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com • 724.353.2635

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of
the Sea-USACST 2117990-70


